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After the Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis 

(ALS) diagnosis that Benjamin received, he 
showed compassion and hoped that no other 
children would have to endure what he did. 
The greatest protection he had during his 
battle with ALS was the never-ending sup-
port and care given to him by his parents 
and family. Throughout every stage of Ben-
jamin’s illness Magnolia and Cesar were by 
his side providing the medical and emotional 
support he needed at any hour of the morn-
ing or night, while also striving to ensure 
that Benjamin found joy in moments and ac-
tivities throughout the day. Together they 
quickly became movie and anime aficionados 
bonding over movie classics and anime shows 
between treatments. 

Prior to his ALS diagnosis, Benjamin was 
an undergraduate student at North Park 
University interested in pursuing marine bi-
ology. He had received a private tour with 
the University of Washington’s faculty in 
2021 and was personally encouraged by fac-
ulty to transfer into the University of Wash-
ington’s Friday Harbor Laboratories pro-
gram. In a world full of complexity, Ben-
jamin was the opposite—he was caring, 
grateful, honest, and above all humble. He 
retained simple yet abundant pleasures in 
life: spending time with his loving family, 
his amazing group of friends, watching 
Spiderman movies and anime, listening to 
80’s music classics, adhering to his fierce loy-
alty to Real Madrid by watching games and 
cheering any hour of the day, also extending 
that team loyalty to the Seattle Seahawks, 
and immersing himself into caring and 
learning more about ocean life. Benjamin 
had a sharp sense of humor and quick wit, 
even making jokes and playing pranks 
throughout his battle against ALS, staying 
true to himself until the very end. 

Benjamin is survived by his parents, Mag-
nolia Rivera-Pulex and Cesar Pulex, his sis-
ter Camila Pulex, and a large and loving ex-
tended family. 
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Wednesday, March 2, 2022 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the thirty-fourth anniversary of the 
Sumgait pogroms, which is known as one of 
the most violent anti-Armenian massacres or-
chestrated by Azerbaijan. 

In February of 1988, the Armenian people of 
Nagorno Karabakh, more commonly known by 
its people and descendants as Artsakh, rose 
in peaceful protest to demand their right to 
self-determination. On February 27, 1988, ci-
vilians were subjected to violent riots and 
massacres, which lasted for three days. Many 
innocent civilians were injured, killed, and tor-
tured; some managed to escape and survive 
while coping with the catastrophe they sur-
vived. 

Unfazed by their oppression, the Armenian 
community remained strong and dedicated to 
preserving their self-determination toward a 
free-democratic country, that would finally end 
their rule under the Soviet Union. The courage 
demonstrated by the people of Artsakh must 
never be forgotten. 

Human rights violations cannot be ignored, 
and we must learn from our experiences to 
ensure basic human rights across the globe. 

In 2020, we saw the Azerbaijani government 
capture 25 Armenian soldiers and held them 
as prisoners of war. The fate of one prisoner 
remains unknown as of this date. The Azer-
baijani government must be held accountable 
for its violent aggression against the Armenian 
people. 

Today, the people of Artsakh continue to 
demonstrate strength and unity as they strive 
towards creating a better tomorrow for them-
selves and their sovereignty. As lawmakers, 
it’s imperative that Congress continues to work 
with our counterparts to support a free, pros-
perous, and secure Armenia and hold Azer-
baijan accountable. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the thousands 
of Armenian Americans living in my congres-
sional district, I ask my colleagues to stand 
with the people of Artsakh in remembering the 
lives lost during this tragic event. May their 
memory serve as a reminder for each one of 
us to continue advocating for human rights 
and democracy around the globe. 
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Wednesday, March 2, 2022 

Mr. ROSE. Madam Speaker, I rise to cele-
brate the life of my friend, cousin, and lifelong 
Tennessean, Jimmie Knight Lancaster. He 
passed away on February 3rd after a remark-
able 92 years on God’s earth. 

He was born on June 11, 1929 in Smith 
County, Tennessee and was the oldest of twin 
sons born to Edward and Dimple Knight Lan-
caster. He was raised in a log cabin on the 
family farm and attended Lancaster Elemen-
tary School. After graduating from Gordons-
ville High School in 1947, he attended Ten-
nessee Technological University on a football 
scholarship where he received All-Conference 
honors as a single wing tailback. In college, 
he served as President of the ‘‘T’’ Club and 
was elected to Who’s Who Among College 
Students while graduating with the highest 
honors and his Bachelor of Science degree in 
Agronomy Agriculture in 1951. 

Mr. Lancaster dedicated much of his life to 
agriculture. He worked for the Wilson County 
Farm Bureau as its Agency Manager for over 
43 years. In fact, he’s now a member of the 
Wilson County Agricultural Hall of Fame in 
recognition of his exemplary work for local 
farmers throughout his career. 

Jim had an unquenchable thirst for learning 
throughout his life. He became a Certified Life 
Underwriter in 1972, earned an Advanced Es-
tate Planning Degree in 1973, and became a 
Chartered Financial Consultant in 1982. 

As a charter member and former Sunday 
School teacher at the Westland United Meth-
odist Church in Lebanon, Jim loved the Lord 
and cherished his family with all his heart. He 
and Vondell, the love of his life, were married 
for 67 years before her passing. Together they 
had five children, twelve grandchildren, eight-
een great-grandchildren, and two great-great- 
grandchildren. Jim’s and Vondell’s loving mar-
riage and devotion to family led to a lot of little 
Lancasters running around Middle Tennessee. 

Jim was a joyful role model and so many 
people in his community knew Jim in that way. 

He served as a leader in many local organiza-
tions including the Chamber of Commerce, 
Boy Scouts, Lebanon Jaycees, the Peoples 
Bank, the Lebanon Rotary Club, and Cum-
berland University, and was local camp Presi-
dent of Gideon’s International. He prided him-
self on being a consummate public servant 
and attempted to inspire others to do the 
same. 

He received countless awards for his serv-
ice over the years like becoming a member of 
the Robert E. Musto Insurance Hall of Fame, 
receiving an honorary Doctorate in Literary 
Letters from Cumberland University, the Jay-
cee’s Distinguished Service Award, the Rotary 
Club’s Paul Harris Fellowship Award and Ber-
nie Bass Good Citizenship Award, Tennessee 
Technological University’s Outstanding Service 
Award, and the Chamber of Commerce’s Life-
time Membership Award. But he was a hum-
ble man who wasn’t in it for recognition. He 
just loved serving his community and the peo-
ple in it. 

Jim Lancaster spent his entire life serving 
his community, the public, and the Lord. It is 
only suitable for Congress to recognize and 
honor his life and legacy. I was blessed to call 
Jim family. It is a bittersweet moment for me 
now to say he’s gone to be with our Lord. 

I thank Jim Lancaster for a life well lived 
that touched so many in such a positive way. 
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HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2022 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor a remarkable 
hero, Mrs. Chrystal Williams-Davis. 

Chrystal was born August 27, 1971, to the 
late Emma Turner Williams in Marks, Mis-
sissippi. She was the last born of 10 children. 
She attended schools in Quitman County and 
graduated from Quitman County High School 
in 1989. 

Immediately after graduating high school, 
she enlisted in the United States Army and 
was deployed in 1990 to Operation Desert 
Shield where she was in the Persian Gulf for 
one year serving during Operation Desert 
Shield/Storm. She received the Southwest 
Asia Service Medal, the Medal for the Libera-
tion of Kuwait, The Army Commendation 
Medal, and The National Defense Medal. 
Chrystal served a total of ten years in the 
United States Army Reserve. 

Chrystal returned home from Desert Storm 
and attained her certificate in Practical Nursing 
from Northwest Community college in 1995. 
Upon completion of Practical Nursing school, 
her mother Emma passed away suddenly. 
Chrystal was sad but remembered how proud 
her mother was of her accomplishment, and 
that gave her great comfort and pushed her 
even harder. She worked as a Licensed Prac-
tical Nurse for five years and decided it was 
time to advance her career in nursing. She 
then attended Mississippi Delta Community 
College where she obtained her Associate De-
gree in Nursing in 2005. She worked as an In-
tensive Care RN for several years and de-
cided once again that she wanted to have the 
ability to do more for her patients after seeing 
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